
Whole-School Maths Progression: Algebra 
 
 

Algebra  EYFS Statutory Curriculum Guidance 
Non-Statutory Curriculum Guidance 

Teacher Assessment Framework 

Statutory Curriculum Guidance 
Non-Statutory Curriculum Guidance 

 Three and Four-
Year-Olds 
Reception 

Early Learning 
Goals 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

      To introduce the 
language of 
algebra as a 

means for solving 
a variety of 
problems. 

 
To introduce the 
use of symbols 
and letters to 

represent 
variables and 
unknowns in 
mathematical 

familiar situations, 
such as: missing 

numbers, lengths, 
coordinates and 

angles. 
 

To use simple 
formulae. 

 
To generate and 
describe linear 

number 
sequences. 
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To express missing 
number problems 

algebraically. 
 

To find pairs of 
numbers that 

satisfy an 
equation with two 

unknowns. 
 

To enumerate 
possibilities of 
combinations of 
two variables. 

New Vocabulary 
Introduced 

      Missing number 
Problem Pairs 

Number sentence 
Variables 

Combination 
Possibility 
Enumerate 
Equation 
Formulae 
Generate  

Linear number 
sequence 

 


