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Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus ‘Religious Education for all’ 2021 – 2026  
Assessment ladder KS1 steps 1 – 3       KS2 steps 2-5 (roughly Y3/Y4 steps 2-4 and Y4/Y5 steps 4-5 
Foundation learning intention are developed from relevant areas of The Early Years Foundations Stage Profile (DfE)  

 
Key Area Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Knowing about 

and 
understanding 
religious and 
word views 

Communication 
and language – 
listen to, enjoy, 
respond and ask 
questions to 
stories and poems 
from different 
traditions and 
communities 
 
Talk about how 
they feel and 
develop own 
narratives 
 
Personal, Social 
and emotional 
development – 
learn they can 
expect people to 
show them 
respect and ways 
in which we show 
this. Show 
sensitivity to 
others beliefs, 

Know and 
discuss stories 
from religious 
texts 
 
Know who 
celebrates 
festivals and 
why 
 
Know and name 
some religious 
symbols 

Know 2 key 
figures from 
religious 
texts/stories 
 
Know that some 
people see a 
story differently 
 
Know some 
examples of 
religious leaders 

Know what 
Christians do at 
2 different 
festivals 
 
Connect the 
festivals to 
Bible stories 
and beliefs 
about God 
 
Know how a 
Muslim prays 

 

Describe how 
life is like a 
journey 

Know some 
religions that 
practise 
pilgrimage 

Know how a 
Hindu worships 

Explain how 
inspirational 
leaders are 
example of their 
religions ideals 
 
Explain why the 
worship of Allah 
matters to 
Muslims and 
Hindus 
 
Explain the 
value of 
religious 
buildings/sacred 
space to 2 
religions 

 

Explain the 
impact and 
beliefs of sacred 
writings 

Connect 2 
viewpoints 
about justice 
and charity 

Explain some 
facts about the 
impact of the  
Nazis on Jewish 
people 
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needs and 
feelings 

  
Key Area Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Expressing and 
communicating 
ideas related to 

religions and 
worldviews 

Understanding 
the world – talk 
about similarities 
and differences 
between 
themselves and 
others 
To know about 
their own cultures 
and beliefs and 
begin to explore 
others 
 
Expressive arts 
and design – use 
their own 
imagination in 
art, music, dance 
imaginative play 
to represent their 
own feelings and 
ideas 
Respond in 
different ways to 
the 5 senses 

Observe and 
describe a 
religious 
building 
Recount a visit 
to a religious 
building 
 
Ask questions 
about Jesus 
 

Ask questions  
and thoughtful 
responses to 
stories and 
what they mean 
 
Know how a 
baby is 
welcomed in to 
the Christian 
faith 
 
Ask questions 
about if God 
forgives and 
Jesus’s  powers 

Ask and answer 
questions about 
why Christians 
celebrate God’s 
creation 
 
Express own 
ideas and views 
on who is 
inspiring and 
why 

 

Consider ideas 
about life as a 
journey and 
about afterlife 
Express own 
ideas about 
death 

 

Consider and 
discuss ideas 
and questions 
about God 
Explore own 
ideas about 
whether God is 
real and why 
Explain why 
some religious 
people believe 
their worship 
makes them 
more charitable 

 

Explain their 
own ideas on 
communities, 
why they 
matter and how 
they can 
become 
stronger 
 
Ask questions, 
consider and 
discuss ideas of 
fairness, human 
rights and the 
environment 
 
Explain why it is 
important to 
remember 
examples of 
prejudice and 
why ‘never 
again’ is an 
important idea 
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Key Area Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Gaining and 
deploying the 

skills for 
studying 

religions and 
world views 

Literacy – have 
access to a range 
of books, poems 
and opportunities 
to write in 
response or 
express their 
ideas/experiences 
 
Maths – use 
equipment and 
art materials to 
make, sort and 
represent 
patterns (link to 
religious art) 

Give an 
example of a 
‘big day’ in their 
own lives and 
why it was 
special 
 
Know how 
people show 
that they care 
 
Ask questions 
about a 
religious story 
or character  

Express own 
ideas about 
leadership and 
link to stories 
they have 
learned 
 
Discuss how it 
feels to belong 
and why this is 
important to 
Christians 

Know the 
names of 
different 
religious 
buildings 
 
Consider and 
give opinions on 
how people feel 
closer to ‘God’ 
in a Holy 
building 
 
Know and 
compare some 
key leaders 
from different 
religions 

 

Know about 2 
different Hindu 
festivals 
 
Explain and 
discuss 
Christian music 
past and 
present 
 
Discuss, 
consider and  
compare 
similarities and  
differences 
between 
humanists and 
religious views 
of life and after 
death 

Explain what 
matters about 
worshipping 
their God/ 
Goddess  to 
Christians, 
Muslims and 
Hindus 
 
Explain what 
matters in 
different 
religions about 
generosity or 
charity 

 

Explore and 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
writings in holy 
books from 2 
religions 
 
Apply the ideas 
of tolerance and 
respect to 
problems in our 
community and 
wider. 
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