	Cycle A- Spring 1- Prehistoric Pals 

	
	5.1.26-9.1.26
	12.1.26-16.1.26
	19.1.26-23.1.26
	26.1.26-30.1.26
	2.2.26-6.2.26
	9.2.26-13.2.26

	Key Texts 
	Mad about Dinosaurs 
	How to spot a dinosaur 
	Lifesize dinosaur
	If I had a dinosaur 
	10 little dinosaurs
	Tyrannosaurus drip

	Cultural capital 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communication and language 
	· Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen.
· Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound
Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.

	Learning Intention
	Learn new vocabulary and use it in different contexts.” (EYFS Communication and Language Development Matters)
	“Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.” (EYFS Communication and Language Development Matters)

	“Engage in conversations and discussions.” (EYFS Communication and Language Development Matters)
	Listen attentively and respond to what they hear.” (EYFS Communication and Language Development Matters)
	Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.” (EYFS Literacy Development Matters)
	Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.” (EYFS Communication and Language Development Matters)

	Direct Teaching 
	Dinosaur Vocabulary Building: Conduct a group session where children learn new dinosaur names and their characteristics. Use flashcards and pictures to aid understanding.
Resources: Flashcards, pictures of dinosaurs, chart paper.
Key Vocabulary: Herbivore, carnivore, species, habitat.
Differentiation: Use visuals and gestures for children who need additional support. Encourage older children to create sentences using new vocabulary.

	Outdoor Dinosaur Storytelling: Gather children outside and tell a dinosaur-themed story. Encourage them to act out parts of the story as you narrate.
Resources: Storybook, outdoor space.
Key Vocabulary: Adventure, journey, dinosaur names.
Differentiation: Provide props for children to use during the storytelling to support engagement and understanding.

	Dinosaur Discussion Circle: Facilitate a group discussion about dinosaurs, encouraging children to share what they know and ask questions.
Resources: Dinosaur fact sheets, large paper for notes.
Key Vocabulary: Discuss, share, question, learn.
Differentiation: Use visual aids and encourage children to express their thoughts verbally or through drawing.

	Dinosaur Sound Exploration: Lead an activity where children listen to different dinosaur sounds and guess which dinosaur makes each sound.
Resources: Audio clips of dinosaur sounds, listening station.
Key Vocabulary: Sound, listen, guess, identify.
Differentiation: Provide visual cues for children who may struggle with auditory processing.
	Dinosaur Name Creation: Guide children in creating their own dinosaur names using different sounds and syllables, fostering creativity and phonics skills.
Resources: Name cards, markers.
Key Vocabulary: Name, create, sound, syllable.
Differentiation: Provide examples for children who may need help and encourage older children to write their names.

	Dinosaur Puppet Storytelling: Use dinosaur puppets to tell a story, encouraging children to participate by adding their own ideas and characters.
Resources: Dinosaur puppets, storytelling area.
Key Vocabulary: Puppet, story, character, add.
Differentiation: Allow children to create their own puppet characters to include in the story.


	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Small-group dinosaur talk – compare dinosaurs using prompts.

	Describe clues using positional language.
	Engage with small world dinosaurs- model using size language (huge, tiny) and descriptive words
	Model retelling stories using puppets. Leave this out for independent provision 
	Model retelling stories using puppets. Leave this out for independent provision
	

	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Dinosaur small world with speech bubbles.

	Dinosaur board games
	Role-play being dinosaurs and palaeontologists 

	
	
	

	Key Vocab 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal, social and emotional development 
	· Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: - regular physical activity - healthy eating – toothbrushing
Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

	Direct Teaching 
	SCARF- Keeping Safe 
	SCARF- Keeping Safe 
Whats safe to go onto my body 
	SCARF- Keeping Safe 
Safe indoors and outdoors 
	SCARF- Keeping Safe 
Listening to my feelings 
	SCARF- Keeping Safe 
Keeping safe online 
	SCARF- Keeping Safe 
People who help to keep me safe 


	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Turn-taking dinosaur board game.
	
	Working together to draw dinosaurs to scale- see EAD
	
	
	Talk about kindness and belonging.


	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Role-play caring for dinosaurs together.
	
	
	
	
	

	Key Vocab 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Development  
	· Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
· Combine different movements with ease and fluency
Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming

	Learning Intention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct Teaching 
	DRFU

Get Set for PE
Theme: Polar Regions 
To aim when throwing and practise keeping score.
	DRFU

Get Set for PE
Theme: The Rainforest 
To follow instructions and move safely when play tagging games.
	DRFU

Get Set for PE
Theme: Australia 
To learn to play against a partner.
	DRFU

Get Set for PE
Theme: Wild West 
To develop co-ordination and play by the rules.
	DRFU

Get Set for PE
Theme: India 
To explore striking a ball and keeping score.
	DRFU

Get Set for PE
Theme: Far East 
To work co-operatively as a team.

	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Dough disco – make dinosaur shapes.
	
	
	
	
	

	Continuous Provision- fine motor
(enhancements and challenges)
	Build dinosaurs using construction kits.
	
	
	
	
	Playdough emotion faces.

	Continuous Provision- gross motor
(enhancements and challenges)
	
	Chalk dinosaur trails outdoors- draw footprints, and follow the trails. 
	See EAD- making to scale dinosaurs.
	
	
	

	Key Vocab 
	Aim, gallop, hit, hop, jump, lose, partner, run, safely, score, stop, tag, target, team, win 

	Aim, gallop, hit, hop, jump, lose, partner, run, safely, score, stop, tag, target, team, win 
	Aim, gallop, hit, hop, jump, lose, partner, run, safely, score, stop, tag, target, team, win 
	Aim, gallop, hit, hop, jump, lose, partner, run, safely, score, stop, tag, target, team, win 
	Aim, gallop, hit, hop, jump, lose, partner, run, safely, score, stop, tag, target, team, win 
	Aim, gallop, hit, hop, jump, lose, partner, run, safely, score, stop, tag, target, team, win 

	Literacy 
	· Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme
· Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly

	Direct Teaching- phonics R
	ULS- Phase 3- oo ar or ur - ing endings
	ULS- Phase 3- ing endings 
ow oi ear air 
	ULS- Phase 3- ure, er reading and spelling words containing diagraphs and trigraphs 
	ULS- Phase 3- assess and review Phase 3.
Revisit P3 GPS’s j v w x 
	ULS- Phase 3- Revisit P3 GPS’s y z zz qu
	ULS- Phase 3- Revisit P3 GPS’s ch sh th ng 

	Direct Teaching- phonics N
	Story- were going on a bear hunt, tap along to the beat of the story. 

Song- little drummers drumming 

Activity/game- Which animal is hiding 
	Story- the bus is for us by Michael Rosen

Song- down at the station 

Activity/game-  in a jam 
	Story- the train ride by June Crebbin

Song- row, row, row your boat 

Activity/game-  All Aboard!
	Story- pants by Giles Andrea

Song- pass the tambourine  

Activity/game- noisy dice game (with pictures of different pants from the story, clapping the syllables as you roll) 
	Story- kitchen disco by Clare Foges 

Song- the grand old duke of York 

Activity/game- Syllable Scramble (using kitchen items or food) 
	Story- Veg Patch Party by Clare Foges 

Song- If you’re happy and you know it 

Activity/game-  Copy my claps (using vegetables from the story)

	Direct Teaching- book activity N
	Name Recognition & Writing
Dot write names. 

My Marks Mean Something (Drawing & Talking)
Draw a dinosaur they like and talk about it with an adult.
N1- mark make freely adult models language (“Can you draw some big teeth? What else has your dinosaur got?). and scribe what they have drawn. 
N2- Add features and describe what the dinosaur can do.

Initial Letter Work
Focus letter D for dinosaur.
D is for dinosaur- what other words do we know that begin with D? 
N1- Identify D among other letters using foam letters.
N2- letter formation practice on whiteboards. (round up tall and down with a flick)

Guided Draw
Draw a simple dinosaur together step-by-step.

Retelling the Story
 Can they find the same toy dinosaur as the one we are reading about? 

	Name Recognition & Writing
Name cards hidden around the room like “dinosaur spotting”.
N1- Point to and recognise their name.
N2 Copy or write name on a “Dinosaur Spotter” clipboard.

My Marks Mean Something
Draw a place they might spot a dinosaur.
N1- Draw with adult narrating their marks.
N2- Explain where the dinosaur is hiding and why.

Initial Letter Work
 Letters from children’s names.
N1- Match first letter of name to name card.
N2- Say the sound and find other words starting with it.

Guided Draw
Draw dinosaur footprints.
N1- Stamp or trace footprint shapes.
N2- Draw and sequence footprints (small → big).

Retelling the Story
Hide dinosaur figures and “spot” them.
N1- Use single words or gestures.
N2- Explain clues (“I saw a tail behind the tree”).

	Name Recognition & Writing
 Write names next to large dinosaur pictures.
N1- Stick name next to correct picture.
N2- Write name and attempt a dinosaur name.

My Marks Mean Something
Draw a very big dinosaur (this could be an outdoor activity using chalk)
N1- Use large paper and big arm movements.
N2- Compare size using language (big, bigger, biggest).

Initial Letter Work 
Dinosaur name letters- Identify initial sounds in dinosaur names.

Guided Draw
Get the children to choose their favourite dinosaur toy and draw it- observational drawing, does it have a long neck? Does it have any horns? Claws? Spikes?

Retelling the Story
Use body movement to show dinosaur sizes. Copy movements (stomp, stretch). Encourage the children to talk about which dinosaur is biggest/smallest.

	Name Recognition & Writing
 “If I had a dinosaur” name booklet. Picture of them , children to drawa dinosaur next to the picture of themselves. 

 _____’s dinosaur- recognise name on booklet cover. 
N1- recognise name, try to copy undernearth.
N2- write name in space, can they name the letters in their name. 

My Marks Mean Something
Draw what they’d do if they had  a dinosaur.
N1-Draw and adult scribes child’s words.
N2- Describe actions in more detail, what type of dinosaur would you have? 

Initial Letter Work
Look at the childrens initial letter on their name writing cards. Do any of our dinosaurs of dino words start with the same letter? 

Guided Draw
If you had a pet dinosaur what would you need to look after it? 
Model drawing, a food bowl a water bowl, take suggestions and model drawing those. Then get the children to have a go at drawing what they would need. 

Retelling the Story
Small-world play- Create their own “If I had…” story. Encourage the children through open ended statements, I wonder where the dinosaur will go, I wonder what will happy to the dinosaur.

	Name Recognition & Writing
Name writing in books
N1- have line and name to copy over, try to write independently.  
N2- encourage independent writing not copy over. 

My Marks Mean Something
Have little dinosaurs from the story cut out, children to get 1, 2 ,or 3 dinosaurs. Stick them in and then draw a picture around them. What are you dinosaurs doing? How many dinosaurs do you have? 
Scribe what is said, N2 can have a go at writing the digit for the amount of dinosaurs.

Initial Letter Work
Have writing pads out turn the dinosaur word cards over and have a go at writing that initial letter. 

Guided Draw
Draw a simple dinosaur together step-by-step.

Retelling the Story
Sing and act out story.

	Name Recognition & Writing
Name writing on dinosaur speech bubbles ‘I am _____’
N1- Name recognition and tracing.
N2- Write name and attempt simple words; ‘I’ ‘am’

My Marks Mean Something
 Having drawn drip and friends.
Does drip look the same as the other dinosaurs? How does drip feel? 

Initial Letter Work
Letter T. Sensory letter T mark making, group activity sort T and non-T objects.

Guided Draw
Draw drip and friends 

Retelling the Story
Role play with dinosaurs- Talk about friendship and kindness.


	Direct Teaching- writing with R
	Writing Focus: Descriptive sentences
Activity: Dinosaur descriptive sentence 
Children to choose a dinosaur and write a simple sentence about the dinosaur. 
‘It is big.’
‘It has a green tail.’
HA- use ‘and’ 

Support:
Oral rehearsal first.
Model sentence writing. 
Key word cards to support spelling. 
Sound mats out for letter formation support. 
Reminders capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  

Challenge:
Add a second sentence with detail.
Use adjectives (long tail, sharp teeth)
Attempt question writing: “Can you see it?”

	Writing Focus: Descriptive sentences
Activity: Dinosaur Spotter sentence 
Children choose a dinosaur to ‘hide’ behind the trees/rock.
‘Can you see the _____?’
LA to write dinosaur (using word card)
HA to write dinosaur name (identifying and using word card independently)
Then underneath write about where the dinosaur is. 
‘It is behind the tree.’
HA- ‘You can see the tail behind the tree.’ 

Support:
Oral rehearsal first.
Model sentence writing. 
Key word cards to support spelling. 
Sound mats out for letter formation support. 
Reminders capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  

Challenge:
Add a second sentence with detail
Use adjectives (long tail, sharp teeth)

	Writing Focus: Comparative language, sentence building
Activity: Big or Small?
Children write about dinosaur size.
‘The ___ is big’ 
‘The ___ is small’
“The ____ is bigger than the ___.’

Support:
Oral rehearsal first.
Model sentence writing. 
Key word cards to support spelling. (big, bigger, small and dinosaur names) 
Sound mats out for letter formation support. 
Reminders capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  

Challenge:
Use comparative language (bigger than, smaller than)
Write 2 linked sentences ‘and’

	Writing Focus: Imaginative sentences
Activity: If I Had a Dinosaur…
Children write what they would do with a dinosaur.
Draw a picture of what they would do if they had a dinosaur.
‘If I had a dinosaur I would…’

Support:
Oral rehearsal first.
Model sentence writing. 
Key word cards to support spelling. 
Sound mats out for letter formation support. 
Reminders capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  

Challenge:
Extend with because
Write 2–3 sentences forming a short paragraph.
Include feelings.

	Writing Focus: Sequencing and simple recount
Activity: What Happened to the Dinosaurs?
Children choose  a picture and write about what happens to one of the dinosaur.

Support:
Oral rehearsal first.
Model sentence writing. 
Key word cards to support spelling. (number words, first, then, next)
Sound mats out for letter formation support. 
Reminders capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  

Challenge:
Write a beginning–middle–end (3 sentences)
Use time words (first, then, next)
Attempt number words

	Writing Focus: Character feelings and simple narrative
Activity: How Did Drip Feel?
Children write about Drip’s feelings and actions.
‘drip is feeling (emotion card our for word bank)’
HA- use ‘because’ to extend sentence. 

Support:
Feelings word bank (sad, happy, kind)
Oral rehearsal first.
Model sentence writing. 
Key word cards to support spelling- emotion word bank and because’ 
Sound mats out for letter formation support. 
Reminders capital letters, full stops and finger spaces.  

Challenge:
Explain why Drip felt that way
Use because and and


	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Dinosaur fact captions with phonics focus.
	Model using word mats and phonics resources for independent writing.

	Model using word mats and phonics resources for independent writing.

Writing size comparison sentences  
	Model using word mats and phonics resources for independent writing.

Write “If I had…” sentences independently 
	Model using word mats and phonics resources for independent writing.

Number sentences- number word mat for support. 
	Model using word mats and phonics resources for independent writing.

Speech bubbles for characters.

	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Mark-making dinosaur labels.
	
	Writing activities independently 
	
	
	

	Key Vocab 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics  
	· Compare numbers-
· Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers
· Compare length, weight and capacity.- throughout the spring term
Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can.

	Learning Intention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct Teaching- R
	
	White rose maths- alive in 5 
Introduce zero
Find 0-5 
Subitise 0-5
Represent 0-5

	White rose maths- alive in 5 
1 more
1 less
Composition
Conceptual subitising to 5  

	Mass and capacity 
Compare mass
Find a balance 
Explore capacity 
Compare capacity 
	Growing 6, 7 and 8 
Find 6, 7 and 8 
Represent 6, 7 and 8 
1 more 
1 less 
Composition of 6, 7 and 8 
	Growing 6, 7 and 8 
Make pairs- odd and even 
Double to 8 (find a double)
Double to 8 (make a double)
Combine 2 groups 
Conceptual subitising

	Direct Teaching- N
	
	Block 4- Counting 1 – Hear and say number names
Hear some number names 
Join in saying some number names 
Model saying number names in order 
Practice saying number names in order 
Join in stable order counting forwards.
Join in stable order counting backwards. 
	Block 4- Counting 2 – Begin to order number names 
Model saying 1, 2 and 3 in play 
Copy the sequence of 1, 2 and 3 
Copy fingers to represent 1,2 and 3 

	Block 4- Counting 2 – Begin to order number names 
Begin to count actions
Say number names in order
Begin to recognise that anything can be counted.
	Block 3- Pattern 1 – Explore repeats
Listen to repeats in songs and stories
Start to join in songs with repeats
Start to join in with repeats from stories
Clap along to songs
Make line patterns with own sequences
Choose blocks to build roads and towers 
	Block 7 - Pattern 2 – Join in with repeats
Join in with repeated actions in songs
Join in with repeats in songs and stories
Sing some refrains independently
Have a sense of daily routines
Say what happens next
Make arrangements in art 
 
 
 
 
  

	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Count and sort dinosaurs by size/type.
	Dinosaur bone measuring- using language of size, which is bigger, smaller, biggest, smallest etc
	Ordering the dinosaur bones by size- using the language of size. 
	
	
	

	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Dinosaur counting collections.
	
	Measure the dinosaurs in cubes. 
	
	
	

	Key Vocab 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding the World  
	

	Learning Intention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct Teaching 
	
	talk about dinosaurs and that they existed a long time ago- introduce the word ‘extinct’
How are dinosaurs similar/different to animals we see today. What does it look like? What does it remind you of? 

	what are fossils? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9bbkqt/articles/zt3ntrd#zsphhcw
watch video and discuss how they are created. 
Make salt dough ‘fossils’ pressing toy dinosaurs into the salk dough.

	Circle Time: Would It Work?

Discuss: What would happen if we had a dinosaur today?
Where would it live? What would it eat?

	Dinosaur Biscuits

Bake dinosaur-shaped biscuits. Count dinosaurs and talk about changes when baking.

	Feelings & Behaviour Discussion

Talk about how Drip behaves and how he could be kinder. Link to classroom behaviour.


	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Explore dinosaur facts and fossils.
	
	
	
	
	

	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Dinosaur dig sensory tray.
	Explore habitats with small world.
	Investigating and using measuring tools.
	Build dinosaur homes- what do they need? 
	
	

	Key Vocab 
	
	long ago, extinct, bigger/smaller.
	
	
	
	

	Expressive Arts and Design  
	· Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
Develop storylines in their pretend play

	Learning Intention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct Teaching 
	
	Camouflage Dinosaur Art

Children paint dinosaurs and choose colours to help them “hide”.

	Working together to draw dinosaurs to scale, talk about the sizes of the dinosaurs in relation to ojects we can see around us. Draw/make the dinosaurs to scale. 
Use our bodies to make them to get a good understanding of scale.
	Make a ‘pet dinosaur’ 

Children act out caring for a pet dinosaur using role-play resources.

	Dinosaur Song & Movement

Sing counting songs with dinosaur actions (stomp, stretch, roar).

	Emotion Dinosaur Masks

Children make dinosaur masks showing different emotions.


	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	
	[image: ]
	 Lifesize Dinosaur Chalk Drawing

Children work together to draw a huge dinosaur outside using chalk.

	
	
	

	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	Dinosaur Role Play: Create a role-play area with dinosaur costumes, props, and a backdrop of a prehistoric landscape. Children can engage in imaginative play, taking on roles as dinosaurs or paleontologists.

	
	
	Imaginative dinosaur role-play.




	
	

	Key Vocab 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RE 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	F2-Which people are special and why? Jesus’ Miracle, A special person, A Special Time- Easter 

	Learning Intention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct Teaching 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adult-Led Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Continuous Provision 
(enhancements and challenges)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Key Vocab 
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