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Calculations Policy 

The following calculation policy has been devised to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 for the 

teaching and learning of mathematics, and is also designed to give our children a smooth and consistent progression 

to the approaches linked to calculation.  Please note that early learning in number and calculation in the Foundation 

Stage follows the ‘Development Matters’ EYFS document, and this calculation policy is designed to build on 

progressively from the content and methods established in the early Years Foundation Stage. 

At Everton, we believe Maths is an essential part of our curriculum; our intent is that we will promote a real love for 

maths, promoting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm within the subject area. We intend for our curriculum to be fun, 

practical and engaging, giving children a sense of excitement and the ability to use maths in their daily lives with 

confidence. Teachers will deliver the National Curriculum, promoting a real thirst for understanding, creating ambition 

to become Mathematicians of the future. We aspire that all children are equipped with mathematical knowledge, 

skills and vocabulary to use in today’s world and tomorrows. 

It is our intent to develop conceptual understanding, where children will become fluent with calculation and have the 

resilience to apply this to reasoning problems and word problems. Throughout our teaching of mathematics, we 

intend to give children a secure understanding of number and fluency in counting, in a variety of ways. Our promise is 

to develop vocabulary, giving our children a secure understanding to use their maths in a wide variety of contexts. We 

intend to make our maths lessons collaborative, where there will be strong sense of teamwork and problem solving 

together; providing children with opportunities to learn from their peers. At times, children will be required to work 

independently and this will provide teachers excellent opportunities for assessment. 

At Everton, we teach for Mastery and follow a Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract approach to the teaching and learning of 

calculation which we combine with Intelligent Practice and Reasoning throughout.  We encourage children to access 

the fluency of the abstract by visualising and using the concrete and pictorial to the point where fluency is deeply 

learned.  We recognise that they may need the concrete and pictorial to access fluency of problem solving and 

reasoning and thus ensure that CPA is at the heart of our teaching and learning, is interchangeable and can be used to 

demonstrate deep learning as well as facilitate it.  Our main aim is for children to become fluent and deep-thinking 

mathematicians. 

Age Stage Expectations 

The calculation policy has been organised according to age stage expectations as set out with the National Curriculum 

2014; however, pupils’ progress in their own learning is fundamental.  Therefore, it is vital that pupils are being taught 

according to the stages that they are currently at, whether this means being moved onto the next stage as soon as 

they are ready, or working at a lower stage until they are secure enough to move on. 

Providing a Context for Calculation 

It is important that any type of calculation is given a real-life context or problem solving approach to help build the 

children’s understanding of the purpose of calculations and to help them recognise when to use certain operations 

and methods when faced with problems.  This must be a priority within calculation lessons. 
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Choosing a Calculation Method 

Throughout the stages children need to be taught and encouraged to use the following process when deciding what 

approach they will take to a calculation.  This will ensure that they select the most appropriate method for the 

numbers involved. 
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